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Marine Metabolites: The Sterols of Soft Coral'

Nittala §. Sarma,** Moturi S. Kishna * Sk. Gouse Pasha * Thota 5. Prakasa Ran.* . Venkateswark * and

P. 5. Parameswaran'
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Sarma NS, Krishna MS, Pasha SG, et

Marine metabolites: the sterols of soft coral
[J]. Chem Rev, 2009, 109: 2803-2828.
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These sterals, by virtue of their greater spread o the palarity
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tography. Bt many of them are unstable and need carchul
handling under mild conditions to prevent artifact farmation.

Stervidal hormones, bile acids, and signaling compounds
such 2 oxysterals are oxygerated derivatives of cholesterol.
Oxysterols exhibis many biological activities than are of
potential physinlogical, pashol o pharmacological
enperance. Maey f them have becn feind 1o b potent
inhibitors. of cholesterol biosynthesis, and cne or man:
oxysterals may play 2 role a the physiologic feedback
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suggest that these sterols may B in the regulation
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knawlesdge of the steroid pathway in corgy Duld provide
adififional clues to understanding their role fiTeproduction,
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marine natural products
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a diverse army of intriguing matwal

products. - Marine narural peoduces have demenstrased significant and cxtremely potent biological activities arsd
have capturcd the atismlion of natural products chemists in the past fow decades.  1f i increasingly pecognized
that a wealth of fascinating ratural products and novel chemical entiies will play  daminant role in the discovery

of useful leads for

agents and p probes 10 bead

in 8 varicty of lifewscience fields. This aricle fcused on the research pragress of chemistry of marine natural

products in recent five years.

Key wards: chemistry of marine natursl products; marine medicine; rescarch progress
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